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JONATHAN HAMILTON 

My great great grandfather, Jonathan N, Hamilton, and 
great great grandmother, Eleanor Davis, had four children, 
Delilah, Ichabod, Mary (my great grandmother) and Nellie. 
Eleanor died in 1831 and baby Nellie passed away shortly 
thereafter, 
Delilah died unmarried, Mary became the wife of Samuel 
Fulton Covington, Ichabod was a "'forty-niner'" and settled 
in Stockton, California, 
Jonathan Hamilton married a second time to Abigail Potter 
in 1883, and to this union was born Helen, Virginia, Emma, 
and Albert, 
After Jonathan Hamilton's death, Abigail Potter Hamilton 
ees a southerner and the second family moved south, 
Helen married J. B, Kelsey, and after her death, her sister 
Virginia became Mr, Kelsey's second wife, Mrs, Harriet K, 
Saltar, 24 Clark Avenue, Milford, Delaware, is the daughter 
of Mrs, Virginia Kelsey, She has written me that Emma died 
on the southern plantation, Albert fought for the South and 
later was killed at Custer's massacre, 
More information on Jonathan Hamilton will be found in the 
other booklets of this series: ''Recollections of New Lisbon, 
etc."", by Mary Hamilton Covington, and my ''The Fulton- 
Hamilton-Covington Family of Rising Sun, Indiana", 

Covington Williams 

308 West Walnut Street 


St. Charles, Dlinois 
February 29, 1960 
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In 1834, Jonathan invested heavily in a proposed 


canal to Lake Erie - but the Panic of 1837 caused the 
investors to lose their, money. Ne also suffered 

badly at this time (later learned that he had con- 
sumption). His doctor ordered open air, so he sold 
his store and bought a boat which he outfitted as a 
store, and in 1838, the family left the only home they 


had known and started a new life on the Ohio River. 
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August 24, 1916 


Madisonville, Ohio 


This little diary was written by my father, 
Jonathan N, Hamilton, seventy-five years since, Jonathan 
Hamilton was born the 19th of July, 1797, near Williamsport, 
Penna, The place was called Horseshoe Bottoms, In the 
spring of 1798 his father's family removed to Ohio, then a 
comparative wilderness, and settled near New Lisbon, 

Jonathan N, Hamilton died at Rising Sun April 16, 
1849, he being 52 years old, His disease was hemorrhage 
of the lungs, Jonathan Hamilton was married twice, first to 
Eleanor Davis, daughter of Ichabod Davis and Delilah Randail, 
Her father resided near New Lisbon, They were married in 
1818 by Clement L, Vallandigham, 

Mrs, Eleanor Hamilton died June 28, 1830, leaving 
a husband and four children to mourn her loss, (a babe, 
Nelly, that died three months later) Harriet, Delilah, 
<chabod and Mary, 

Jonathan Hamilton was married the second time on 
May 18, 1832, to a young lady from Wilberham, Mass,., at 
Wm, E, M, Russell's (her brother-in-law) residence by the 
Rev, Clement Vallandigham, They had four more children, 
Hellen, Virginia, Emma and Albert, 

Mary Hamilton, 


Mrs. Samuel Fulten Covington 
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Left Cincinnati Wednesday, August 7th, 1839, in 
the boat Helen -- designed for a trading trip down the Ohio 
river, Stock on board amount 2014 dollars, Crew, myself, 
viz. Jon Hamilton and my son, Ichabod Hamilton and James 
M, Armstrong, domestick, a very good dog and quite too 
many rats and mice, Iam very weak, not having recovered 
from my sickness, Ichabod sick some, too, Got one of our 
gvards injured by the awkwardness of ferryboat running 
against us just as we started out - I reprimanded him pretty 
severely and came on - landed Tagteson's tavern in String- 
town on the Kentucky side, Men all gone to the election, I 
ate but little and so ended the day, Martin made a table and 
i painted it red -~ varnished a set of new chairs, the table and 
a bedstead, 

Thursday, August 8th, 1839 


Nothing of importance today - I ate but little. 


Moved in afternoon down 1/2 mile and stayed all night. 

Friday, August 9th, 1839 

Moved over to the Ohio side last evening to Mr, 

Darby's Tavern, I. and M, called on the inhabitants this 
morning to invite them to buy, All down in spirits owing 
£9 the stoppage of the Cincinnati-Whitewater canal. Sold 
about 8 dollars today - nothing of importance, 

Saturday, August 10th 


Moved down this morning to Mr. Moon's landing, 


we em 
had quite a number of calls - but sold little. Mr. M,'s 
two daughters called, they are quite pretty and genteel, 
Nothing of importance - poor trading, so near C, One of 
M,'s daughters going to be married next week, 
Sunday, August llth, 1839 
Cool and pleasant today, Ichabod and Martin 
started in the skiff for C. - Intending to go to meeting, 
This place is about 12 miles below C, Took up home 1/2 
bushejf apples, 1/2 bushel potatoes, 31/2 1bs, butter, 1/8 
bushelli tomatoes, 6 chickens, also a pie and part of a loaf 
of bread of my baking - amount 8 dollars incash, Stayed 
alone on the boat - feel some sick today, Called upon by 
three Dutchmen who wanted to buy clothing - told them we 


did not trade today, it being Sabbath, Agreed to carry up 


| clothing in the morning to where they worked on the canal, 


a few rods up the river, They went away rather displeased 


--can't violate the commands of God if it does displease men, 
Sin quite too much at the best, do as I will, Oh! that I could 
live more closely to my God and do my duty better, feel less 
love for the world and more for Heaven - love money less 
and my blessed Redeemer more - and place a value on the 
things of time and those of Eternity just in proportion as they 
are valuable, A Negro fellow who had been in our boat at C. 
and a boy who lives a little distance up the river called at the 
stern door and wanted to buy some muslin and pantaloons, 


Told them we did not sell today, The Negro talked much - 


— 


=D uM 
wanted to look at the goods - but could not let him He 
promised to call in the morning - but think it doubtful, Two 
skiffs loaded with people came from Kentucky to trade - but 
did not let them in, A Dutchman also from Muddy Creek 
three miles below came to trade, but told him we would call 
down there tomorrow, Spent the remainder of the day in 
quietude, Read Sprague's Lectures on revivals of religion - 
an excellent work, I, and M, returned about dark - say. the 
family in C, are all well - Abigail sent me supper which was 
excellent, better for having come from home - sent a letter 
also, 
Monday, 12th August, 1839 

The Negro fellow called and got a pair pantaloons 
and shirt - quite contrary to my expectations, Took up quite 
a bit of clothing to the job where the three Dutchmen worked 
that wanted or pretended to want so much on yesterday, But 
it was not trading day with them - they looked at them but 
nothing suited - came to the boat, A number came in and 
traded in a small way, all amounting to about seven dollars, 
Left Mr. Moon's about 10 o'clock - floated down about 11/2 
mile and landed, Sold about two dollars worth, Pushed off 
about 12 o'clock and landed at Muddy Creek - informed the 
men who are cutting stone for the canal of our arrival, But 
they appeared to care but little about it, They are building 
a culvert for Muddy Creek to run under the canal, There are 


about forty men at work at it - they say they will be in at 


es ae 
eat 
TOD. tue aborg oS SS 


’ 


wt debtdineh § i tod « patetons ont at As 


Whos. ne * 


opal.» shbitn 


7 
‘ | _— pe of = | “= ais a2 i 
~ ‘* pe a 4 mist La A efit CX WA ee va! ,oF hs 


* : a» » : sg z 
ié "fh re aga » WE i Gri rcs if ty ope ah ane 


aw 
7 = ee 


r 7 
Pa 
7 oe 
‘ " awe Bi be Pry iy io H 
>. ¥ s2r0< Sseil ebarl caberp Ps an 
ae 8 emend “ ‘ 7 A 
Oli oe | 
a 
"y br 207 taelisoare & 1. ae 


o. } ,' mKyI2OD « a Jde bain a.) ST ee 


ep 5 
S 1. 
? V COE fi .07 > ido ly io bah i hl et ‘> 
7 . ~* s g’ a 
‘OY oabastayg wa beinew wads 
: it V6b parbat? ten eb £1: 
‘ 


i” €2tealles ow? luods hic’ btu ait on we 
+. 
¢ 


| O42) Gewr. cota S20) YoduM ta bola] oe ae 


atohn nats 0 


7 


~ » P . ‘ ¥ 


—_— of - 7 + 
‘ > c 1 4424.5 OCF toi arioih = 
> 


ati baie iy, nie 


~ 4 « 

night if we stay, especially the stone quarrymen, but our 
stay is somewhat doubtful if the wind falls, Don't like to 
trade with men who are drunk, and in all probability they 

are drinking men for I, says that even the stonecutters look 
like hard cases, Left Muddy Creek about 4 o'clock - ran 
down to Bustletown about 11/4 miles and fastened up for the 
night, Did not sell one cent at Muddy Creek - sold abovt one 
dollar at B, town, making in all for today $9. 20. 

Tuesday, August 13th, 1839 
Left Bustletown about 7 o'clock A, M, - ran down 

to Gen, Harrison's where they are constructing a culvert and 
tunnel, There are about 100 persons at work there, They 
have quite an extensive brick manufactory on a new plan to 
me, at least - they have erected a circular building cf about 
69 feet diameter, The area, with the exception of about 4 
feet around the circumference which is left to shelter the 
moulders, is raised 21/2 or 3 feet above the level of the 
gvound, A large nest stands in the center to which is attacr.- 
ed a beam and at the outer end of the beam is affixed a large 
roller, near 8 feet diameter and 18 inches thick, This roller 
runs on the outside or outer edge of the elevated area, The 
track upon which the roller runs is depressed about 4 inches 
- in this track are placed the molds for the bricks, There 
are 4 moulds together and then a space of one foot and 4 
moulds again, The moulds are lined with iron or steel, and 


bound on the upper edge also. The bottom is fitted so as by 


Soli ies 
means of a lever (upon which the moulder presses with his 
feet) to raise to the top of the mould and throw the brick 
out after the large roller has pressed it into the mould, The 
clay for the brick is dug out of the ground and while moist, 
hauled and thrown into small holes into the ground without 
being wet or tempered, The moulders throw it into a box 
just the length and width of the 4 moulds and turn the box»: 
bottom upward on the mould and leaves the clay, the roller 
cor:.ing round presses it into the mould exceedingly hard. 
As soon as the roller passes off, the moulder with his shovei 
which is much concave, throws the dust off the top of each 
brick, making it smooth, Then, having a board at hand, 
places his foot on the handle of the lever and throws out the 
brick which is quite sm ooth and hard, and places it on the 
board, The offbarer puts the boards on a barrow and conveys 
them to the yard to dry. One man will attend three sets, viz. 
twelve moulds. The wheel or roller turned by horse power 
makes one revolution in11/2 minutes, Called on Gen. Har- 
rison - he was absent to Hamilton, his son having died last 
night, Another son of the general, Dr, Benjamin H. called 
in the boat - looked not at all prepossessing, Bought two 
books for $4,30 - could not pay for them down, but would 
in a month - would send it to C, Don't sell on credit, but 
being Gen'l Harrison's son and Doc,, too, can't refuse, 
Ingquired, however, after he left.-:was told it was a dead 


sale - could not pay his debts nor would not - was intemper- 


“ley 
ate, The Gen, would pay sometimes for him though, but 
seldom, Was called on by McElhany, a shoemaker who 
lived a short time in New Lisbon, Generali H, returned 
and brought the corpse of his son, intending to bury him at 
home tomorrow, A drunk Irishman came to the boat and 
went into the river below the stern and lay until after dark, 
pretending to be sick, Sold $6, 50, 
Wednesday, August 14, 1839 
Left General Harrison's about 7 o'clock after I, 


and M.A, called upon Doc, Harrison to get his note and his 


father's security - declined giving his father as bail but re- 
turned the books - was pleased to get themback, Ran down 
to Bastle's Tobacco Manufactory on Kentucky shore - water 
too shallow to remain, Sold 19 cts. and pushed off, ran down 
8 or 10 rods below the widow Pikes - the only place we could 


get near shore, the water being so shallow, Called upon by 


4 young ladies ~ rather pretty but not very polite. Laughed 
quite heartily ai me for being newly shaved and head brushed, 
let them laugh - did not care, Sold them some books - prom- 
ised to call again, Called upon by a number of Negroes - 

all made high professions as purchasers but must go for 
their money, The four young ladies called again, appeared 
quite pleasant ~ no disposition apparent to laugh at us, be- 
came quite acquainted, bought pretty freely - called again 
near evening, Miss (Zebel) Harrison ARE we got 


acquainted the last trip on the river) came down also, She 


ft, 


a“ t- 
did not know me - did not make myself known, Bought 
pretty freely and were very sociable, Two of the four young 
ladies are sisters of Miss Z,'s - daughters of W, H, Harri- 
son, son of Gen, H, - and granddaughters of the widow Pike, 
Their father and mother both are dead, Negroes called at 
night in droves, each bought something - sold $28, 40 today - 
was kept up late, Sold the smaller of the two black 2nd 
handed coats to a Negro fellow for $7, it having cost -- 
dollars, Another blackey wants the best coat for $12, says 
he will have it tomorrow, Must lay it by for him and not 
sell it, for he will certainly take it - but darkies very un- 
certain in fulfilling their promise, Laid it away, however, 
until someone calls for it - won't miss a sale, Cuite wincy 
all day, 
Thursday, August 15, 1839 

Calm this morning - All well, except : 
Weather pretty cool for the season - wind rose so we could 
not float with safety, But few customers today, Miss Z, 
and sisters went down to Lawranceburgh in a skiff in compa- 
ny with an old man whom we saw when here the last time. 
Returned about dark, Miss Z. appears smitten with A, - 
shows strong symptoms, at least, Think there would be a 
smite on the other side of the question if we were to stay 
long - Miss Z, rather interesting and pretty, Expect to 
gell some tonight but don't know if we won't be disappointed, 


Sold but little after dark - some Negroes in but not much 


=O = 
cash amongstthem, The fellow came in who wanted the 
best coat of our lot for $12, but said nothing about it - 
guess it was all a Negro puff, Miss Z, wishes us to wait 
until she comes down in the morning. Sold $4, 52 today 
only. 
Friday, August 16, 1839 

Calm this morning - all in pretty good health, 
River falling - got aground and four inches more of a fall! 
would have kept us aground, the bottom of the river being 
almost a dead level for 6 or 7 rods out from where we lay, 
Escaped pretty narrowly, being compelled to lay there high 
and dry until a raise inthe river, Miss Z, did not come 
down = was in hopes we could have sold her something, 
But in so bad a landing and the wind raising we can't stav - 
pushed out at 8 o'clock, floated down to Garreson Creek 
on Ky shore about 1/2 mile above the great Miami on the 
opposite shore, Same beautiful farms and houses at the 
mouth of Miami, A. and I, went out en the hill to hunt 
customers, A company of careless looking corn cracker (s! 
both black and white of both sex came in, but had no money, 
A boy looked at my smallest coat - appeared much pleased 
with it, just fit him, Thought it cheap at 3 dollars, would 
buy it if he could raise the money, Sold but $1.06 at G, 
Creek ~ a poor place to trade indeed, A number called but 
none appeared to have any cash -~ all would have strained a 


little for some whiskey, but for nothing else, The boy for 


eons 
the coat came in again, but could not raise the needful. A 
Negro boy wanted it, would give bacon hams for it - but his 
father called in again, said he could not, All the smoke+ 
houses, I suppose, are locked up. 
Saturday, August 17, 1839 

Pushed off from G,. Creek at 7 o'clock with a de- 
termination never to stop there again to trade. Floated 
down to Lawranceburgh - landing rather poor, even at the 
wharf, Charge wharfage at the wharf. Poor prospects for 
trade - won't stay long here, Left L. about 10 o'clock with- 
out selling one cts. worth. Floated down to Petersburg on 
Ky. side, small town, about 100 inhabitants, l store. Good 
landing but can't see the town for the banks, Feel sick is- 
day - was sick last night - don't get strong and hearty as 
fast as I would like. Weather very dry down this far - been 
no rain for months, whilst in Cin, there has been a number 
of heavy ones, Poor prospects for selling until near night. 
Had intended to run down to Aurora this evening, but some 
ladies called and detained us until it was too late, Bought 
some books and paper hangings. Sold a fellow a pattern for 
pants of blue cloth, Took a Norwalk $5 bill of him, No. 966, 
date Feb, 23, 1833, The fellow wore a low white silk hat, 
Sold in all today $12,62. Cost --, 

Petersburgh, August 18, 1839 Sunday 
Were troubled same as usual with persons who 


wish or pretend to wish to trade - but would not admit them 


= te 
into the Store, Campbelite Baptist preaching in town at 
ll o'clock, M, and myself went - preacher not preposses- 
sing in appearance, but made a most excellent discourse 
and delivered it well, He took for text nine of the last 
verses of the last chapter of Luke, From the text he took 
an opportunity of speaking of Jesus Christ as being the true 
Messiah and to prove the fact showed the fulfillment of the 
predictions of the Jewish prophets concerning the true 
Messiah in Christ, First, with respect to the time of his 
coming and suffering from many temptations, especially 
from the ninth chapter of Daniel, commencing at the twenty- 
fifth verse, then to the end of the C, - made out the 70 weeks 
to be 70 weeks of years, viz., 7 years to one week therein 
named which would make to 490 years given in history; 
second, the place he was to appear; then, third, the family 
from which he was to come; His character both by God and 
Man - His death and sufiering and His ascension, Much 
entertained by the discourse, The >n1eeting house well 
filled with attentive listeners, many of them young men 
who took a deep interest in the service, Petersburgh from 
all appearance quite moral and religious. 
Monday, August 19, 1839 

Left Petersburgh at 7 o'clock this morning, Float- 
ed down to Aurora on the Indiana shore, a distance of about 
2 miles from Petersburgh and in Dearborn county, Has 


about 80 houses - mostly white - appears pretty well for a 


oa iy hos 
small place, Prospects for selling poor, Just below us 
a boat fitted out for trading and going to start tomorrow 
or next day, Left A, about 5 o'clock, having sold about 
$5.00 worth of books, Floated and rowed down to Mr, 
Benj. Garnett's landing on the Ky. shore, just above 
Laugherty's Island, Tied up for the night, Evening 
pleasant, Mr. B. G. called and chatted a while and 
bought some books, etc, Sold in all $6.26, Cost --, 
Tuesday, August 20th, 1839 

Cool and pleasant but dry. All pretty well, Sold 
about $1.88 at Mr. G,'s landing and pushed off about 7 
o'clock, Ran down to Bellevue at the foot of Laugherty's 
Island. It is a settlement, Boys went to invite customers - 
all destitute of cash, Mussleman with a storeboat from 
Covington left just about two days since - spent all the 
money with him - poor prospect for trade, At B. we had 
expected to have sold much goods, but high expectations are 
mosiiy disappointed, Two boats for produce (hauling) just 
below our landing, Big boney looking Negro came in with 
some water and muskemelons, Wanted to sell them - none 
of us eats them, so brought to a poor market. Wants to 
sell chickens for cash at 37 cents per pair, and potatoes for 
87 per bushej - can't pay these prices, Must get cheaper 
than that and trade for them, too. Puts off with his melonz. 
Horribly dull - a few promised M, to be in to buy toward n 


night. Boys cross the river to a fine looking house to know 


mS Aa 


if they would buy anything - but nothing wanted, Determined 


“ meee pa | hct 


to eave the upper ont of Betevas and try further down, 
Three children called; two of them, a boy and gir! lived, 
when at home, in Louisville - on a visit to their Grandma, 
Fine children, Pushed off about 5 o'clock - ran down to 
Mr. Elliott's (Ky,) landing. Called upon them ard invited 
them down to trade, A married daughter ehited directly - 
bought some thread edging. Brought a request from her 
mother that we would not buy chickens and some other 
articles of trade from her Negroes - they being in the prac- 
tice of stealing for the purpose of trading to store boats. 
Wanted a bolt of calico for comforts - would call in the 
morning. Cuite respectable people to aprearance, Have 
a pretty situation for their house, quite a large farm. 
Sold today only $3.30 worth. Cost $2. 32. 
Wednesday, August 21st, 1839 

Left E.'s at 7 o'clock, flcated down and landed at 
the Rising-Sun - quite a business little place on the Indinna 
shore, Called upon by a cabinet maker who wished to trade 
us furniture but charged too high for it; $16 for plain bureaus 
and $2,50 for 1 (drawer) stand - too high, can’t trade at 
that. Chute where we lay is very swift and narrow, Uon't 
intend to stay here long unless trade should be good, Left 
R. at 10 o'clock without selling 1 cents worth, Floated down 
below Arnoid's Creek about a mile - landed, Landing poor. 


M, went up the river to invite customers in, but nothing 


aaa 
wanting. Two stores within a mile - buy fromthem. A 
steam mill at A,'s Creek - went to get some meal but 
could get none, Disappointed all round - feel like putting 
out again, Drew out at 3 o'clock - ran down to Mr,(Senior) 
Piatt's Landing on Ky, shore, Poor landing, water shallow 
and snagsy - River quite low, Fine brick house on the bank 
in which Mr, P, lives. M,, as usual, went to aa down 
customers, Five families within a short distance - a number 
of blacks, (Quite a number called but none bought anything, 
Have a littie store just above the landing kept by Moor, a 
boyish looking fellow, Sold only 75 cents worth, cost --. 
Sick this evening, 
Thursday 22nd of August, 1839 

Some sick this morning - exposed myself too much 
yesterday. Was out all the time we were floating and steer- 
ed the boat; being windy she was hard to steer, consequent- 
ly, fatigued too much, Some calls this morning but sell 
little, Pushed off about 8 o'clock, ran down to a little white 
cottage on the Indiana side, Called on Mr, Brown, the in- 
habitant, a Yankee - promised and came downto the boat, 
Bought about $5 worth, Dropped down about a half a mile 
on the Indiana shore to a pretty good landing, Prospects 
of selling some, Sold today $12.89, cost --. Quite sick 
all day. 

Friday, 23rd August, 1839 


Some better in health this morning - think I will 
go home to Cin. if Ican get a steamboat, Left the Helen 


eid 
for C, in the steamboat, fsora, about 9 o'clock, She is 
a small boat which they say was built at (Cumberston) - 
she is a mean : 
Thursday, 29th of August, 1839 
Quite cool yesterday and today, Family all well - 
Mary free from ague symptoms - much better myself, 
Went to the wharf and found a boat that would leave for 
Louisville at ll o'clock, Returned home, took breakfast - 
obtained a porter for 25 cents to carry my baggage to the 
boat, Bid farewell to the family and went to the boat, 


Got on board the Wm, Parres, Capt. Sammers - Clk, 


Barkess, Paid paper 2 dollars, Left the wharf at 1 0 
o'clock, about 40 colo, passengers. Took dinner while 
passing from Gen, H, to the widow Pike's, Excellent 
dinner, Found the Helen at Patriot - got on board in 
safety, Ichabod has got a little of the Ague. Sale of 
goods, and closed up for the day, 
Friday, August 30th, 1839 

Let Patriot about 10 o'clock - ran round the point 
on Ky, side and landed along side the Aurora boat, Capt. 
Mayhews!', Sold about 6 dollars worth, Pushed out and 
landed on Indiana side a little below store but a few mir- 
utes - sold about $3, Put out and floated down to W, 
Hughs' Landing on the Ky, side. Mayhews!' boat came in 
also. Sold a little and closed up. Sold this day $15, 60, 


cost Mot 


Pal Se 
Saturday, August 3lst, 1839 

Left Mr, Hughes' Landing about 8 o'clock, Dror- 
ped down about 1/4 mile on the Ky. shore - sold to Mrs. 
Swep near $5, Staid only about 1 hour, Crossed to Indiana 
shore nearly opposite, People sick at the house opposite 
Mrs. S.'s, House below had no money, Landing poor - 
we, therefore, put off, Crossed over to Sugar Creek in 
the bend, The Aurora boat and one from Portsmouth, 
Capt, Baird, were laying to there - Cotton (?}) on them, 
Captain got his wife on board - she called in our boat and 
bought some books, Wanted to trade or exchange books, 
but that took the wrong side of the stream for us, Sold 
the Captain some thread, etc, - nothing much important, 
A fellow came in and told of a Negro who killed his Mis- 
tress just below, The particulars given were, viz., the 
Negro was beating a favorite horse of his Mistress - she 
observing it, went some distance from the house to where 
he was and reprimanded him, He, becoming angry, struck 
her on the head with an axe repeatedly, after which cut 
her throat. Leaving her at the place, he went to the house, 
took his dinner and started to run away, He was pursued, 
however, andtaken, Sold today in all $7.63, cost --, 
Cook this week, 

Sunday, September Ist, 1839 
All in pretty good health, No opportunity to attend 


church ~ people about Sugar Creek rather immoral than 


Loe = 
otherwise, especially those I have seen, Nothing im- 
portant today. Two ladies on Capt. Baird's boat; his 
wife and a girl who went from Portsmouth with them 
and who was engaged to a young man who went also from 
Portsmouth with them and who died at . 
Monday, September 2nd, 1839 
Feel pretty well today, Sold but little at S. C. 
Pushed off about 11 o'clock - ran down about 11/2 miles. 
Was called in by a woman who was going in to Sugar Creek, 
Landed, but sold only one dollar, Crossed over and float- 
ed down to Mr, Rab's Landing on the Indiana side about 
two miles below Sugar Creek, Sold all day $1.78, cost --. 
Tuesday, September 3rd, 1839 
Pretty well today - cooking and wrestling the 
pots around, Concluded to stay at Mr. Rab's today. 
Settlement thick and good looking, Martin engaged in 
making a new pump on our boat - made it to throw water 
excellently. Repaired the old one also. Sold in all today 
$1.56, Cost --. Poor place, deceives its looks, May 
be better at another time - people out of money just now, 
Wednesday, September 4th, 1839 
All pretty well, Left Mr, Rab's Landing about 
7 o'clock floated down about 1/2 mile to Mr. Bradley's 
Landing. M. Called on the inhabitants - a number came 
into the boat but did not buy much, Mayhew came in with 


his boat and landed a few rods above, Pushed off from 


ps 
these about 2 o'clock, pulled over to the Ky. side, landed 
one mile above Warsaw - sold $2,50 worth, Put off in 
1/2 hour, Mayhew landed, sold nothing, put out in a pet, 
landed just below, Pushed off and floated down to Warsaw, 
Ky, Landed about sunset, Sold in all today $8, 22, cost --, 
Thursday, September 5th, 1839. 

Left Warsaw about 7 o'clock, not Ravina? sold 
anything, Musselman from Covington, Ky., was laying 
there with a trading boat. Sold out'to a man in W, for 


$4000 and was going to return to C, Floated down to the 


foot of the bar below Craig's Creek, Captain 

lay in there with a trading boat - had been there about a 
week, Said he had sold "nothing hardly", but did not be- 
lieve him. A man on the bank below (a book binder) 
said he had sold $150 while there. Mayhew had landed 
there, also, sold but 61/2 cents, Pushed off from Mr, 
North's Landing - pulled down about 11/2 miles to a 


stone house, below a brick house, to Mr. Hasting's 


Landing, Sold quite briskly, Mr. H, is an Englishman, 
and an abolitionist, and also an aristocrat, Quite a 
talker in an old fashion way and a pretty intelligent man 
for a man of his age, being about 70, Called upon bya 
Kentuckian who wishes us to land on Ky, shore (11/4 
miles below the widow (Turner) who lives in the brick 
house) at Mr, Day's Landing. Left Mr, Hasting's 


Landing about 3 o'clock, pulled down to Doglick Creek 


Pe its 
to Mr, Farro's Landing about 11/2 miles below H's on 
the Indiana shore, Sold but little here as yet, but they 
tell us prospects are good for tomorrow, Mayhew's 
boat been before us, Sold in all today $9.05, Cost --, 
Friday, September 6, 1839 

Stormy last night - quite a rain - rainy and 
windy this morning, All in pretty good health - getting 
much better myself and Ich, is getting some better, also, 
Takes mush and milk for supper regularly and breakfast 
of light and easy digested food, All much better since 
we began our diet more particularly. Weather more 
healthy now, too - moderately cool all day, Very windy 
today - could not run, Lay all day at Farro's Landing, 
Sold only $1.25, cost --, 

Saturday, September 7th, 1839 

Left Mr. Farro's Landing about 6 o'clock with 
rather a bad impression as to the place being good for 
trade, If there are any customers, they must be out on 
the hills. Poor appearance onthe bank, Floated down 
to Mr. Singer's, about 11/4 miles - landed just above 
his house, It is a stone house a little above the point 
onthe right, Sold nothing there, Took breakfast and 
pulled across the river to Mr, Jay's Landing which is 
nearly opposite to Singer's, and a short distance above 
the head of Vevey Island, Sold pretty briskly for a short 


time. Sold to Mrs. Jay 41/2 yards (yam) at11/2 (?). 


SG a 
Cost --., Also 2 yards thread edging, for which we a- 
greed to take dried apples at $1 per bushel, Customers 
came in near night rapidly and brought dried apples, 
Traded with them in all to the amount of $23.50, cost --, 
Sunday, September 8th, 1839 

Rainy and some windy, Landing not very good, 
Lay below a small bar, with the stern out in the water 
considerably, Allin pretty good health, Solicited to 
trade some by Negroes, but told them we did not trade 
on Sabbath, Mayhew lay just above - traded today. 
Been reading Sprague on revivals - read his fourth 
lecture on the divine agency in revivals, Think it is 
excellent, 

Monday, September 9th, 1839 

Windy today. Johnson of Cin, came up from 
Louisville with his boat by means ofa sail, Left L. 
on Wednesday, landed 1/2 mile above, stayed until this 
morning, Said he had sold $15 per day on average. Had 
been out 7 weeks - took in $400 in cash, Sent a letter 
home with him, Will get up in 5 days. Sales for trade 
pretty brisk this forenoon, but little cash - dried apples, 
onions, feathers, and so forth, Mr, Jay's Landing is 


said to be a very good one to trade - appears to be such, 


Sold today $17, 37, cost --. 
Tuesday, Sept. 10th, 1839 


Very windy indeed today - cannot float wind up- 


streain, Sales as yet are quite limited, All in quite good 


an 40 
health, Boys gone down to Vevay in the skiff with May- 
hew - are going to sail up. A man called and wished to 
trade some green apples for goods, asked $1 per barrel 
for his apples - said they were worth $1, 25 in Madison, 
Continued windy all day. A man from Vevay called to 
buy our dried apples, Offered us 1 dollar per bushel if 
we would deliver them in Vivay. Sales today only 31.4 
cents, cost --, 
Wednesday, September ll, 1839 

Left (Geo, D,) Jay's Landing about 1/2 past 6 
o'clock, Wind up some, Pulled down to Ghent, landed 
about 9 o'clock, Had quite a hard pull, the wind being 
ahead, Sold but little, Bought 4 pieces containing 
93 1/4 yards flannel - nice white and yellow froma 
young fellow by the name of Ward, who says he was 
down the river last fall with Benjamin Davis from Bright- 


on, and Davis left these flannels, some (Janes), panta- 


loons, and wallpaper with him to sell, Bought them for 
25 cents per yard, Mayhew was in while we traded, 
Sold today only $3,38, cost --. 
Thursday, September 12, 1839 
Cold this morning for the season, some windy. 


Left Ghent about 6 o'clock, ran over to the right shore 


round the bar, A young man came to us in a skiff while 
on the way, Said the Indiana Landing was the best - 


that we could not Jand on the Kentucky side, it was too 


yA 
shallow and the bar below would compel us to keep to 
Indiana side. Took his word, landed at Minuts Landing 
about 14 miles below Vevay on Indiana side, Mayhew and 
Armstrong went to hunt. customers, Craig from Ky., 
1/2 mile below, called over and invited us to that side, 
Said it was much the best. Much dried fruit there, M, 
and A, returned - reported unfavorably, Drew in the 
lines and crossed over to Turner (?) Craig's Landing, 
Have lent Craig our skiff to tow a flat over, Water so 
shallow we could not get to shore, wind high, blew us on 
ground, Martin had to go up about a mile for the skiff, 
After M, returned, we made an effort and kept from 
shore until we floated through the chute - landed at 
Turner (?) Craig's just at the foot of C.'s Bar, Pro- 
spects for trade pretty good, Two Negro men anda 
woman came in with some dried peaches and apples 
about 10 o'clock, Sold them $12.50 worth and paid in 
cash $8,00, Sale today in all $14,38. Cost --. 
Friday, September 13th, 1839 

Calm and pleasant today, Customers quite 
plenty - bought pretty freely in fore noon - promised 
apples in afternoon, Craig, Sr., says that a man in 
Port Wm,, just below, is giving $1.25 per bushel - 
sold to us for $1, Sent in their fruit, but traded but 
little more, <A suspicious looking fellow called in and 


bought a breastpin - came with widow Baily's Negro, 


= 22 = 
Says he is going to Indianapolis, came from near Lex- 
ington, Is waiting on company. Sold in all $28.44, cost --. 
Saturday, 14th, 1839 

Left Craig's about 9 o'clock - also left our cat, 
much to the advantage of the rats and mice, Mayhew left 
an hour or so before, is for going ahead, Seems disposed 
to leave us, can't sell much where we are. We landed 
about a mile below, stayed but a few minutes, ran down 
to Port William or Carrol, Apples worth $1 - landed, 
stayed but a few minutes, Landing poor, Drew over to 
the Indiana side, landed apposite little Ky. river, sold 


but little. Dropped down about half a mile to Neil's and 


tied up for Sunday, Sold in all $3.50, cost --. 
Sunday, 15th September, 1839 


Very pleasant in the morning but quite windy to- 


wards noon, Ali well, No meeting convenient, was to 
have been in Port Wm, but the preacher was sick, Has 
been quite a revival there, 
Monday, 16th September, 1839 

Got another cat with two kittens - looks just like 
the one that left us, Guess the mice and rats must take 
itnow. Caught a yawl oar and a flat boat oar, A man be- 
iow us caught a yawl oar, the mate to ours, bought it 
from us for two pounds of tobacco, Left Neil's Landing 
about 10 o'clock, Pulled over to the woodyard on Ky, side, 
but little - pushed off, Called over to the Hoosier side by 


a real Hoosier, Massey (?) Johnny Raw (?) - drew over, 


ay oc tin 
had a hard pull to make the landing, He, wife and daughtes 
all came and would have stayed into the end of time if per- 
mitted, Perfect dupes - bought only 25 cents, Got them 
out of the boat and pushed off, Landed on Ky, at Harrison's 
or Talbert's Landing at the Point, Sold in all $8.75, cost --. 
Tuesday, September 17, 1839 

Rainy this morning, Has got to about a stand as 
to height - has risen about 6 feet since Saturday evening, 
Became very windy and stormy, Allin good health, Trade 
pretty good to be so near Madison, only 6 miles, Sold to- 
day in all $19.89, cost --,. 

Wednesday, Sept, 18th, 1839 

Very windy all night, quite cool and windy this 
morning, Cat left us again, bestowed her 2 kittens to us, 
Martin and I went gunning but.caught nothing, Founda 
square ~- troubled some to find the proper owner, Found 
him, gave him the square. He a great anti abolitionist, 
Talked much and long, Ego tized much, Sold in all to- 
day $7.88, cost --, 

Thursday, 19th, 1839 

Morning foggy - can't run until the fog rises. 
Left Talbert's Landing about 8 o'clock, Pulled down to 
Mr. White's Landing, about 11/2 miles belowus, Call- 
ed on the inhabitants - only two families, Mr. 
and Mr, White, Live in two fine looking brick houses, 


The yard in front of White's is a beautiful sloping piece 


Sf F 
of ground, planted in order with cedar trees, Traded 
with W, to considerable amt, Dropzed down to Mr, 
Hegland's Landing, Ichabod prepared to start home to 
Cin, Martin went with him in the skiff down to Madison, 
Sent with him $40 to pay this month's rent and buy some 
articles for the store, and $10 dollars in change to be 
left at home, Told him that we would lay peta Nag 
Tuesday, and be at New Londen Tuesday night, did not 
say where aiter that, Saw Ichabod pass up on the Gen, 
Pike about 4 o'clock, Passed up quite on the other 
side of the river, Martin returned before dark, Sold 
today in all $7.88, cost --, 
Friday, September 20th, 1839 

Calm and pleasant, All well, The Hogland 
family returned from a visit to Lexington, called on 
us, Quite friendly, eppear like very respectable people 
and quite honorable in their dealings, Traded with them 
some, ‘Zrading pretty good along this neighborhc 5d, 
but quite a bar all along, Two coal boats from Wheeling 
caught on the bar more than half way off the river from 
the shore, Water shallow where we are and the river 
falling. Fear we will have difficulty in the morning, 
Sold today $13.25, cost --. 

Saturday, September 2lst, 1839 
Foggy this morning, Went down to examine the 


Cepth of the water down the shore, found it to be about 


TAs) 
2 feet on the bar, Returned and took breakfast, Drew out 
about seven o'clock and ran downto Marquis'' Landing op- 
posite M,'s bar, Customers in quite plenty - sold, for the 
time we had to lay, pretty well, Pulled out, ran down to the 
upper part of Madison, Landed after dark, Sold in all to- 
day $15.66, cost --, 
Sunday, September 22, 1839 éMaaison) 

Cook week for me, Quite windy, Martin gone to - 
meeting this forenoon, Read Sprague on revivals, lecture 
5th, from Phillipians Ist (chapter) 27th - "Striving to- 
gether for the faith of the gospel,'' A gentleman called 
on us to buy some tow thread, said he supposed "there 
was no Sabbath on the river.'' Sad comment on the charac- 
ter of river traders, Told him we did not trade on Sab- 
bath, Took us, therefore, to be professor in no church 
but men who wished to do right, Another awful comment 
on the character of professing Christians, Wife and 
daughter He’:n landed at the wharf about 9 o'clock - 
came from C, in the steamer, Gen, Pike, paid passage 
$3, Would not have come until morning but was fearful 
of stormy weather and expected we would leave Madison, 
Much pleased to see them, 

Monday, 23rd September, 1839 (Madison) 

All well, Wind high, Nothing of importance, 

Wife and I walked out through town - Madison not so 


much of a city as expected. Sawa house for rent for 
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$120 per year, Wife talked some about leaving Cin, and 
coming to Madison to live. After returning to the boat, 
she said nothing more about it, Think she don't like 
Madison, A grocer called and offered $1, 25 per bushe¥ 
for our apples, Will let him have them - 73 1/2 bushels 
in all, cost $100, Sold today $1.06, cost --, , 
Madison, Tuesday, September 24, 1839 
Pulled up stakes and dropped down below the 
lower wharf, Our apple man, Charley, onthe shore, 
Could not raise money enough for the whole 73 bushels, 
could take only 50 bushels, Measured them up for him, 
Paid us ~ 1 barrel flour for $5, 1 bushel C,. meal for 75 
cents and $56.75 in cash, Sold in all today $64, cost --, 
Wednesday, September 25th - Madison 
All well, Wind high, Wife and I walked through 
town, Wife called on Mrs, Tailor and both called on E, 
William. 
Thursday, September 26th ~ Madisen 
Left Madison about 7 o'clock, landed at Hanover 
Landing, Sold a little and ran down to Thom's landing, 
about 2 miles below, Sold but little indeed, Put out, 
drew over to the Ky, shore to 'g Landing, tied 
up for the night, Sold today $1.31, cost --, 
Friday, September 27th (Mr, _'s 
Landing, Ky.) 


Windy and rainy all day, Compelled to remain 


FHT) 
at our mooring. Many customers called but bought little. 
Poor place for trade in proportion to the pretentions 
made, Sold today only $6, cost --, 
Saturday, September 28, 1839 (Mr. __'s 
Landing, Ky.) 

Calm this morning, but quite cool. Drew out 
from pulled over to London, Took breakfast. 
Appears like a poor place to trade, About 8 houses in 
town, Think we will not stay here long, Left L. after 
about 2 hours' stay. Landed at the mouth of Saluda 
Creek, Sold but very little, Might have sold some if 
had stayed, And given information on the hill, much 
sickness here, Ran down to Squaw Creek, wind high, 
put up for Sunday. Sold today $7, 35, cost --, 

Sunday, 29th of September - Squaw Creek 

All well, No meeting, Compelled to remain 
in the boat all day, High wind down stream. Three 
boys came for the skiff to cross the river to hunt paw- 
paws. Couldn't let them have it to break the Sabbath, 

Monday, September 30th, 1839 

Left Squaw Creek about sunrise, Breakfasted 
while floating. Wind rose. Blew down stream, landed 
at Garret's Landing on the Ky, shore, nearly opposite 
Bethlehem, M, went out to notify the inhabitants, A 
small store just above, Customers came towards 


evening, Took today $14,41, cost --, 


=) Pash 
Tuesday, October Ist, 1839, Garret's Landing 

Very pleasant today, Prospects for sale pretty 
good. Mostly trade for pay, Butter plenty here, Called 
an excellent landing for store boats, Wife went to Gar- 
rets visiting, Nothing in particular, Sold $27.88, cost --. 

Garret's Landing, Ky. Wednesday, October 
2nd 1839 

All in excellent health, Cold and a little frost. 
River low and falling, like to get aground, Moved down 
afew rods, Traded pretty well. Young Mrs, Garret 
solicits wife to locate at Brownsville, 8 miles inthe in- 
terior of Ky. An excellent place for merchandising, 
County town rich and people witty, An honest merchant 
could make an independent fortune in a short time with 
a good capital, Sold some goeds to a Miss . 
She had not all of the pay - would bring feathers. Brought 
a bag, weighed 6 pounds - small for that weight. Must be 
something beside feathers, Called it 5 pounds - think 1 
pound would be enough for to deduct for the risk of what 
was in it beside feathers, Examined the sack after they 
left - found 2 pounds of sand in with the feathers -a 
pretty good trick, Came back to trade again, Sold them 
(being two of them) a dress, Said nothing about the sand, 


Sold today $24,50, cost --, 
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Garret's Landing, Ky. Thursday, 
October 3rd 
All in good health, Sales not so good, A store 
boat from C, landed in below last night, Got a pretty 
good stock, They sell but little, Have done all we will 
do here, Sold today only $5.06, cost --, 
Garret's Landing, Ky., Friday, 
October 4th, 1839 
Weather fine - think of putting out, The Cash 
family in the boat below took a piece of lace from the 
boat. The captain*pursued them and obtained it, Drew 
out about 10 o'clock from Mr, Garret's Landing after 
having laid there four days - a good place to trade, 
Landed at Patten's Creek on Ky, about 2 miles below, 
1, went out to run down customers, Came back with 
a bad report of the land. No customers that want any- 
thing, and have nothing to pay with if they did wish any- 
thing, Pulled out, ran down about 3/4 of a mile and 
night closed the business with rain, Landed at the 
mouth of a run below a little miserable looking hut. 
Sold today $3,63, cost --, 
Saturday, October 5th, Ky, Shore 
Drew out early from the Ky, shore, landed 
above the mouth of Creek, in the bend on 
the Indiana side, Sold but little, Few boats ever land 
there, Drew out about 10 o’clock, ran down to West- 


port, Landed and sold but very little - a picayune 


et Ore 
people, Pushed off and ran round the bend on the right. 
Landed a little before dark just above the bar opposite 
a non-inhabited house, Sold today $3,88, cost --. 
Indiana Shore below Westport 
Sunday, October 6th, 1839 

All in good health, No opportunity to attend 
meeting, Day beautiful and pleasant, Read Sprague 
Lectures most all day. None to disturb us, 

Indiana Shore below Westport 
Monday, October 7th 

Morning fine, S,. B. Mail sticking on the bar 
just below - one stuck last night going up, Few custom- 
ers, sold but very little, Pulled out about 10 o'clock, 
landed at Hall's Woodyard, I, and M, went into the 
county to whistle up customers, Called at 6 or 8 
houses - all promised to come, Customers scarce, 
did not fulfil their promises, May come inthe M, 
Sold today $1.77, cost --, 

Hall's Landing, Ky. 
Tuesday, October 8th, 1839 

Weather fine, Concluded to stay here today 
and perhaps longer, Wife and M, going to wash, Cus- 
tomers coming and 2 - 3 - 4 now for trade, Feel pretty 
hungry for a sale, After dark, and the steamboats knock- 
ing up a stir in the waters, Feelin pretty good humour - 


had a good supper of mush and milk, Washed up the dishes, 


-s3]. 
wife aboard, notwithstanding, Kentuckians plenty in to- 
day, don't all buy, Sold today $15.66, cost $9.96. 

Hall's Landing, Wednesday, 
October 9th, 1839 

Weather fine but quite dry. Some scoundrel 
stole our dog last evening. Reported that he may have 
been bit with a mad dog, and gone off under rhe hydro- 
phoebal excitement. Hope the thief will take the alarm 
and let him loose. Went out to hunt him, but without 
success, Sales limited, Sold today only $3.96, cost --. 

Hall's Landing, Ky., Thursday, 
October 10th, 1839 

Think some of putting out, feel as though we 
were amongst a set of dog thieves, People all very kinc, 
though, But dog gone and have no doubt but he was stolen, 
Feel bad humoured about it, but can't help it. Some cus- 
tomers, Sold some, 3 o'clock and no dog and no pros- 
pects of getting him. Pushed off, landed at iS ae 
Landing about sunset, Sold today $5, 88, cost $4, 3l, 

Indiana Shore one mile below the Grass Flats 
Friday, the llth of October, 1839 

Windy this morning, wind downstream, Think 
of putting out, Heard a dog bark over the river - much 
like ours, Went over, and went up to Hall's where we 
lost him, but heard nothing of him, Wind changed up- 


stream upon return, can’t run, Poor place to sell, but 


32%. 
good landing - deep water, Grass flats about 1 mile a- 
bove - (The right side) - Fine brick house on the hill, 
A log house also onthe hill, Quite a number of old 
houses all along the shore in the bend. Pulled out about 
3 o'clock and ran down to the large opening in the hill 
above the Charleston Landing 1 mile, Landed about dark, 
Wind begins to rise and becomes quite rainy, Sold to- 
day $2, 86, cost --, 
Indiana Side - Little whitewashed house in the 
Cornfield, Saturday, October l2th, 1839 
Rainy all night, and windy and clear this morn- 
ing. No prospect for going ahead, Shore boat down at 
Ch, Landing - put out but compelled to put in again, 
Wind high and upstream. No place here to sell - one 
little whitewashed log house, but inmates poor, Have 
no mill to sell at all events, Don't want to buy anything - 
have no money to pay with, Wife and M, gone to making 
undershirt and drawers, Must cook and bake myself, and 
go¢ myself pretty well baked, too, No luck today in bak- 
ing - yeast won't rise, Wife quized me all day, Guess 
if she'd fry ail day along side the red hot cooking stove, 
she'd (no matter what) look greasy, at least, Can't get 
the raising up - will have no bread for Sunday, Must 


(thin) 
eat cakes (then), Sale all of 12 1/2 cents, cost 8, 


hide ic ae 
Indiana shore, whitewashed house in the cornfield 
Sunday, ;Octoper 13th,71639 
Left the little whitewashed house in the flat a- 
bove the mouth of Greek about 6 o'clock, in- 
tending to find some place of worship, Landed a* 
Charleston Landing, but no preaching there, Said to be 
a wicked drunken place, and worse on Sunday than any 
other. Left as soon as possible, Ran down to Utica, 
no preaching there neither, Appears like a wicked 
place, too, Feel rather guilty for running today, Se- 
lieve had better remained at the little whitewashed 
house in the cornfield, meeting or no meeting, 
Utica, Monday, October 14th 
Drew out from Utica early, wind pretty high 
but downstream, Landed above Jeffersonville about 
3/4 of a mile, Went downto hunt a landing and return- 
ed and dropped down to below the sawmill, Called upon 
by Mr. Bowman, a pilot for the falls, also by Mr, Slade, 
Will give the boat to pilot to Bowman, if we cross the 
faliss. oold 25, ecost 20; 
Jeffersonville, Tuesday, October 15th 
Wife and I went to Albany to visit James (Mead) 
and Lady. Found them, left wife and returned, Got 
home about dark, 
Jeffersonville, Wednesday, 16th of October 


Crossed to Louisville in ferry to attend auction, 
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Bought some calico and shoes, Returned 


about dark, 


: Louisville, Thursday, 17th of October, 1839 
Drew out and crossed over to the Ky, side, land- 
| ed just below the lower sawmill, Went to Albany for 

| wife, Returned with her a little before dark, Bought 

| some good bargains at auction - prdtewconieenuction’ 


Friday, 18th, 1839, Louisville 


Wife high in spirits for home, but no boat that 
is going at the wharf yet, Two o'clock the S, B, Wheel- 
ing will go - is going - got wife ready and went aboard, 
But Captain concluded to delay until 10 o'clock tomorrow, 
Left the baggage aboard and returned, Brought auction- 
ed goods home - made some cheap purchases, 

Saturday, 19th of October, 1839, Louisville 

Wife got aboatd the S. B, Wheeling and cleared 
about 10 o'clock, Wind high, Payed her passage $4 and 
freight, $1,00, The freight was 3 bushel dried apples, 

3 do. peaches, 55 pounds of butter, 1 box containing 12 
dozen eggs, a trunk containing 1 bushel of sweet potatoes, 
1/2 bushel Irish Po., etc, Got a bad cold, 

Sunday, 20th October, Lowisville 

Got a bad cold, stayed at home all day and read 
Sprague's Lectures, M, went to church, Cold and very 


windy, Power's storeboat came in in the afternoon, 


aK 3) 
Louisville, Monday 2lst, October 
Not well of my cold yet. Day very windy, stay- 
ed in the boat all day, Nothing important, 
Louisville, Tuesday, 22nd of October 
Ichabod returned to the boat very early, came 
down on the Wheelingfrom Cin, Charged him $5, 00 
passage, Concluded to pass through the canal, Pushed 
out after breakfast - got through the locks and over the 
ripples below in safety, Paid for passing the canal 
$19, 85, and have a pilot to pilot us over the ripples be- 
low for 2 dollars, making in all $21.85, Ran down a- 
bout 5 miles to Landing and put up for the 
night, Sold to the Negroes pretty well in a small way. 
May be said to be a pretty good landing, Sold $9.13, 
cost --. 2008921 
Hugh's Landing, Wednesday, 23rd Gctober 
Fine morning, All well - better of my cold, 
Left Hugh's Landing about 1 o'clock, Ran down and 
made a touch and be off landing below Hugh's bar. Sold 
nothing - they all traded at North Albany, Have a horse 
mill above the houses, Put out in less than a long time, 
ran down, made several attempts to land on the Ky, side. 
Finally ran up a little and landed at or below the mouth 
of Knob Creek, Sold today $3.40, cost --, 
Knob Creek, Thursday, October 24th, 1839 


Left Knob Creek after breakfast, A boat from 


=o0Ve 
Rising Sun loaded with furniture and tinware, also family 
boat lay up above us at Knob Creek, They left early in 
the morning, Run down to Landing on Indiana 
side just at the point, Family boat lying in there also, 
Drew over to the Ky, side above the head of the bar at 
the point, Landed at the upper house, Sold nothing, 
Drew down to next house, landed, sold nothing, Drew 
down to Mr. Wood's landing, sold him 8 dollars, and 
then closed up for the night, Dull times on the river 
and dull on land, too, Sold today $9.90, cost --, 
Friday, October 25th, 1839 

Left 's woodyard after early breakfast, 
Took from him yesterday a $10 bill on State Bank of 
Illinois, Letter A, No, 10511, date 1 November, 1838, 
payable at Danville, Also a $2 bill on Bank of Geneva, 
letter A, No, 5104, date November 2list, 1825, Feela 
little suspicious of them, Landed at the woodyard just 
above the point on the Indiana side, Sold nothing. Cros- 
sed over to a large brick house on the Ky, side - meeting 
them, sold nothing, Pulled out, Left the Western 
Merchant there, and ran into the mouth of Salt River, 
Sold today 50 cents, cost --, 

Salt River, Saturday, Oct, 26th, 

Quite a noise up Salt River, Negroes ferrying. 

Nigs very saucy here, Sold today $12.30, cost --, 


Salt River, Sunday, October 27th 


No meeting at the town, A wicked set about the 
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Salt River, Monday, October 28th 
Left Selt River after breakfast and run down about 
3/4 cf a mile, Sold a hill of goods, Ranto Mr, Young's 
Landing, and laid all night, Sold today $17.87, cost --, 
Young's Landing, Tuesday, October 29th 
Left Young's Landing after the fog ceased. Ran 
down about 2 miles, landing along side of a iaetan the bar 
on the left, Sold nothing, Drew over to the Indiana side 
above (Maguire's!Creek, Sold nothing, Ran down past M, 
Creek, Sold some while floating, Wind rose, drove us 
ashore below M, Creek about1/2 mile, Drew out in 
about an hour (after looking for a flagpole), Ran over to 
Otter Creek, Sold today $6.51, cost --, 
Otter Creek, Wednesday, October 30th, 
Nothing of importance, Very windy and cold. 
People about the bank plenty, but very little selling, <A 
storeboat fitting up and about to float just below. Sold 
today $4,56, coat --, 
Otter Creek, Thursday, October 31, 1839 
The Otter Creek boat, Free Trader, just put- 


ting out, Think we will follow. Appears dull - all gone . 


to the races, Drew out about 10 o'clock, Sold but little. 
Ran down to Ruble's ferry, landing on Ky, Free T. 
there - just out shortly after we came in. Sold today 
S550. costun-=, 


Friday, November lst, 1839, Dee Run 


Left Dee Run after breakfast, Rainy a little. 


yey Sh ae 
Run down to the tobacco landing, Pulled out from there, 
and ran down to the Boons' Woodyard, just above the point 
on the Indiana side, Sold today $2.87, cost --, 
Boons' Woodyard, Saturday, November 22, 1839 
Left Boons' after breakfast, ran down to Branden- 
burgh, Saw B, Wilson, took dinner with him, Miss 
Frayser at his house, Left B, after 2 or 3 Hoare stay. 
Brandenburgh merchants hard on storeboats that have no 
lease (license), Ran down to the gravel banks below 
Mauckport, landed on the Ky, side at Mr. _—_—_—s's Land- 
ing. Sold today $3,62, cost «+, 
Gravel Banks, Sunday November 3, 1839 
Stayed at home all day, Read Sprague's 
Lectures to the end, 
Gravel Banks, Monday 4th 
Wind pretty high, no chance for going ahead, 
Customers few. Sold books amounting to $7.06, cost --, 
Gravel Banks, Tuesday, 5th 
Wind high this morning, and on the increase, 
Can't run, stormy and rainy, Blew the Free Trader 
loose, Landed her up above us. Sold today $1.62, cost 
P00, 
Gravel Banks, Wednesday, 6th 
Pulled out very early, ran down to Jonson's, 
the old cooper opposite North Hampton, Wind up again, 


compelled to land. Don't expect to sell much - all a set 


“309 
of grog drinkers (?), Rainy all day with wind upstream, 
Soldiplucswicostie=, 

Jonson's Landing, Thursday, Nov, 7, 1839 
Wind high this morning, Cold and much like 
winter, Poor prospects for doing anything, A ruff set 
of people here, and look as poor as Job's Turkey, Sold 
today $2525;t cost) -—=, | 
Friday, November 8th, Jonson's Landing 
Pulled out very early, ran down to the foot of 
Blue River Island, Landed by Thatcher boat at the head 
of the above island first, then dropped down to a white 
house below the woodyard at the foot of the island, Sold 
today 62 1/2¢, cost --. 


White House, Blue River Island, Ky. shore 


Saturday, November 9, 1839 

Calm this morning, Customers came in pretty 
early, Sold some books to the man who keeps the wood- 
yard above. Sold some goods, also, to the people in the 
house at whjch we lay, Then pulled out, Ran the chute 


round the lower island safely. Tried to land at Lavens- 


worth (?) - too shallow, Went ahead, ran down to a saw- 
mill belonging to Mr. Brown, and landed for this week, 
Sold today $7.18, cost --, 
Brown's Sawmill, Sunday, November 10th 
No meeting. Read Bible Dialogues written by 


Susan Rawson - a pretty good book, Mr. Brown on the 
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bank is a Presbyterian, Several called to trade but had 
to go as they came, 
Brown's Sawmill, Monday, November ll, 1839 
Prospect for rain, Thatcher's boat came in last 
night after dark, pulled out quite early, We pulled out 
after breakfast, Sold a boy some goods while running, 
Ran to the right of the middle bar, but the boats all go to 
the left, Landedat —s_—sLanding on the point, Commenced 
rainy about noon, Poor prospects to sell, Two families, 
man, but don't want anything. Drew out inthe rain. A 
fellow with a red mark all over one side of his face called 
to us just as we pushed off, Wanted a pair of pantaloons - 
agreed to stop at the first house below. Thatcher in there, 
Concluded to pass on, Same fellow came down, urged 
our stop, Landed, sold upwards of $23.00. Pushed out 
shortly after in the rain, not a good place to lay over 
night - just onthe bar, Randownto D__ Landing above 
Peckinpous, Rain all the afternoon and night 80 far as 
9 o'clock, and a prospect of continuing, Today solid 
$24.25, cost --, 
Above Peckinpous Bar, Tuesday, Nove mbe? 
12371839 
Morning cloudy. Me sick, Sold some here, ®Srew 
out, ran down to the foot of Peckinpous bar, landed of 
the Ky, side, Sold nothing, Drew out and dropped down 
@ few rods to the lower house below Wolf Creek, Sold 


/ 
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nothing, Ran downto Frank's at the head of the bar on Ky. 
side above the point, Sold today $5.62, cost --, 
Frank's Landing, Ky., Wednesday, 
November 13, 1839 

Left the upper Frank's Landing after breakfast, 
having sold about $21/2, Dropped down to the lower 
Frank's, Ichsbod went to run down bustle rae 8 or 10 
flat boats passed down, River low. Sold today $7, 44, 
cost $4,10, 

Lower Frank's, Thursday, November 14, 1839 

Rained most of the night, quite heavy thunder also, 
Appears like a settled rain this morning, Quite windy in 
the very early part of the morning, became calm and wet, 
Friend Frank and family came in to trade, sold them $8, 50. 
Took pay in white lindsey at 50 cents per yard,. Appear like 
pretty genteel people for the Jonson neighborhood, Mr, F, 
rather reserved, not very verbacious, Lady F., quite 
corpulent, not very pretty but pleasant appecring, Daughter 
young, not quite full grown, making of a pretty girl, Dull 
prospects for much more trade on this side the bend. Two 
men came in; the one named William Smith, a stone mason, 
Sold him $2, 44 - gave me al dollar bill on State Bank of 
Nllinois, capital payable at Chicago, Letter GC, No. 5089, 
date 1 June, 1837, Says he lives about 2 miles from mouth 


of Wolf Creek. Sold today about $11.50, cost --. 


at Zim 
Lower Frank's, Friday, November 15, 1839 
Left Frank's Landing early, Ran down] 1/2 
miles below the little town on the Indiana shore, Landed 
in the bend at Mr, Pearson's Landing, Martin went out 
on the hill to invite customers. Thrasher (Thatcher) 
landed at the town above, and the little Toy boat that 
came up with us at Westport, which we left at Louisville, 
passed down, Left little Pearson's about 1/2 after 3 
o'clock, ran down to Boons' Landing. Got down a little 
after dark, Sold today $2.50, cost --, 
Boons' Landing, Ky., Saturday, Nov, 16, 1839 
Quite a white frost this morning, Day clear and 
pleasant, calm, Think we will not lay here long, Drew 
out about 10 o'clock and pulled over to the lower house on 
the point on the Indiana side, Squire Sharp, by name. Sold 
some and pulled out, Ran down to Concordia, A store 
boat from the Tobacco Landing laying above, Capt,'s 
name Newman (sp, ?), Two storeboats down below, one 
laying at the next landing, Capt, Duren; the other just at 
the head of Flint Island, going down, Capt. Swing. (Quite 
a number of people about - might sell some if there were 
fewer Store boats, Sold today $8,13, cost --,. 
Concordia, Sunday, November l7th 
Calm and pleasant part of the day. No meeting. 


Quite a stirring about of people, Strongly solicited to 


sell goods - the Store boat above selling. Thrasher 


/ 
A 
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came in at boat above about noon, Sold some goods to 
some fellows who went up, then came down here, Quite 
a crowd in his boat, 
Concordia, Monday, November 18, 1839 
Pleasant part of the day, windy afternoon, Quite 
stir of people - kept pretty busy selling, but don't amount 
to much, Nothing very particular, Sold today $21, 81, 
cost --, 
Concordia, Tuesday, November 19, 1839 
Wind high, a number of boats compelled to land 
on account of wind. Cold and disagreeable, Thrasher 
started for Cincinnati on the steamer, Native, a little old 
boat, Sent with him to our people $6. Sold today $11, cost --. 
Wednesday, November 20th, Concordia 
Cold this morning, some windy, Looks pleasant, 
been clear, No customers - appears like dull times to- 
day. Left Concordia in the forenoon, ran down on the 
Indiana side, Got on board the Steamboat maline, (Capt. 
Garritson) and went to Casseyville to collect a note due 
from Woodbridge and _____. Had quite an unpleasant 
trip, being compelled to get out of the Steamboat onto a 
stock boat frequently while passing over bars, the river 
being low, Got only $50 from W, and L. Walked up to 
Shawneytown from Casseyville, Got on board the 


Elisabeth, passed the Helen at Oil Creek, Got to Louis- 


ville, Left W. and L, note at J, and J, W, Andrewson, 
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at which house they agreed to pay the balance in 4 notes, 
Took the mail boat for Cin, and found all well at home, 
Leit home for the Helen in a few days, found the H, at 
Rome, Armstrong left the Helen for Maysville and re- 
turned in about 10 days. W,. and L, did not leave the 
note at Louisville. Took winter harbour in the mouth of 
Sinking Creek, Sold the Helen to John Atkinson, Shipped 
on the Gilbert (Mattern), Sold out our goods at auction, 
returned home to Cin, in February. Fitted out the Helen 
No, 2 and left Cin, for another trading trip, Family went 
as far as Aurora, Armstrong sick, left us at Aurora, 
Sold out &#*axction at Rising Sun, Got our boat towed up to 
Gin, for $20, Mary on board all the trip. Sold Ist Helen 
No, 2 for $100, fitted up a second Helen No, 2 and 
started on the lst day of June, Stayed about 2 months at 
Rising Sun, Stopped and traded at Peats' Landing - Patriot - 
Warsaw - Ghent - Carrol and Milton, Left Milton on 
Saturday evening, the 17th of October, 1840 - ran down to 
Hanover Landing to lay over Sabbath, Concluded to recom- 
mence my diary. Therefore, will date recommenced from 
next page, 
Sunday, 18th October, 1840, Hanover Landing 

Windy and rainy. Mr, from Rising Sun 
anchored on the Ky, shore, his produce boat, Called in 
to see us, Went up about ll o'clock to Hanover, Expected 
preaching there but was disappointed, Hanover about l 


mile from the river onthe hill - has about 40 houses, 
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Twelve flatboats passed down in the evening after the 
wind ceased, They were from Wellsburg and Wheeling. 

Hanover Landing, Monday, October 19th, 

Windy all night and quite windy and rainy this 

morning, An old man from the Ky, side called on us, 
told how he got his arm broken by a fellow on Saturday 
evening. The fellow had struck him with a oan Clear- 
ed off about noon, Wind slightly down stream, A man 
from Ky. came over just as we were about to start, and 
bought $7 worth Janes . Drew out, ran down to the 
woodyard on Ky, shore at the willow trees above London, 
Sold nothing, pulled out immediately after coming down 
from the house, Ran down to London and found there a 
boat from Moscow, Tied up for the night, Sold $10, 
cost --, 

London, Tuesday, October 20, 1840 

Calm and foggy. Poor place for trade - a grog - 

drinking people, No store, sold about $4 worth, the fog 
having cleared away. The old merchant of L, got his 
goods on the river below Louisville in two boats, Have 
a bad impression respecting the honesty of the people 
of L. Drew out from L, about 9 o'clock, ran down to 
Garret's Landing, The Moscow boat landed at Bethlehem. 
Sileecosts-—, 

Garret's Landing, Wednesday, October 21,1840 


Cloudy and commencing to rain, All pretty weli, 


pe FS 
The Moscow boat left B, They call the Capt, "Scott", Has 
got a scar, apparently a large burn on the right side of his 
face, Sold today $13.42, cost --. 
Garret's Landing, Thursday, October 22, 1840 

Cool and foggy this morning, Drew out from Gar- 
ret's about 9 o'clock, landed at Bethlehem, Indiana, Gave 
our bills to a boy to circulate through town, A few called 
after dinner but bought but very little, It appears the 
poorest town lever was in, no one has any cash, Three or 
four store-keepers broken up in it - only two now, and one 
of them going to quit, A man from Big Sandy river, ina 
little boat with Negroes, and his son going to Mississippi, 
Sold $5.31, icost ==, 

Bethlehem, Friday, October 23, 1840 

Cool and quite smoky, appears like indian summer, 
Drew out from B, before sunrise, ran down about a mile 
and landed on the Indiana shore according to agreement 
last evening, te tpermit a lady to buy some goods, The 
lady came down with her son and daughter, traded us some 
Janes and socks and dealt pretty meanly, too, Would 
not have called if had known she was so mean, Drew out 
directly, Ran but a short time when the wind rose, compel- 
led to land at Old Jonson's Woodyard. At Salt Creek, Sold 
about 18 cents to all the neighborhood - (crowds) of them 
in the boat, notwithstanding, Sold a man and lady, who 


were moving in a boat to Missouri, about $11 worth, 


oe 


ae Ne 
Several boats compelled to land by the wind, Sold them 
some books, Sold in all $15, cost --, 
Westport, Saturday, October 24, 1940 
Left Jonson's Landing about daybreak, ran down to 
this place, A great Whig Barbecue here today - all brimful 
of politics, No prospects for trade, Concluded to try an 
auction, gave a black fellow some bells and some bills to 
put up, and ring through town, Made an effort but could 
not sell much, Adjourned. Sold in all --, 
Westport, Sunday, 25th 
Cold this morning - snowed quite briskly, windy 
and cold all day, Went to a Methodist meeting in the Court- 
house upstairs - quite a poor preacher, 
Went to Cin, on Monday, came back on Saturday. 
Ran down to Hauth Landing. Laid Sunday, Monday ran 
down to Louisville, Commenced to pack up on Tuesday. 
Sold the Helen No, Z for $75 on Wednesday. Got aboard 
of a Steamboat in the afternoon and got up to Rising Sun on 
Thursday morning, and unshipped our goods, Got them up 
to the store, unpacked and put them up the same evening, 
Thursday, Nov, 5th, 1840, and on Friday sold $22, 
Following written after August 3, 1842 (?) 
Went to Cincinnati on Saturday morning in the mail 
boat. Bought goods and returned on Friday evening, 13th, 


Ichabod went up to C and returned, Went to C on the 10th 


December, Left Mary and Ichabod in R, Winter setin - 
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river froze over - stopped navigation, River opened about 
January 7th, On 8th went off R. Ich. went upto C. Wife 
and Helen came to R, On the 12th Helen took the measles, 
got along well, All the family came in afew days, Wife 
and self went to C, on Monday, Feb, 8th, returned ina 
few days, All remained in R, until Monday, March lst, 13841, 
when myself and family went home to C, Coneindea to take 
a house on 5th St., C. and go into the Millinery and Dry 
Goods business, Got one from John Taylor, No, 61 be- 
tween Walnut and Vine, 5th Street, with side (site) for $800 


per year, Fitted it up, moved into it on the 19th, 


Rising Sun, Dec, 6th, 1848 


Dear Daughter Mary, 

I feel to reproach myself some for not having 
Written towyou, My time has been so occupied that 
I have not a single half hour leisure, I get up in 
tueminornhingat tour, and by the time il have finished 
feeding the cows, hogs and chickens, aya done some 
other necessary work, breakfast is ready, after 
which I have to go to the store, which brings it 
about clear daylight, I have then to open and clean 
OUtneepost Wp OWwr accounts) and straighten up the 
tumbled goods, and by that time custom begins to 
pour in upon us, and generally from that time un- 
tiimenune ofclocki tl am kept upon the jump, When 1 
leave the store for home and get there I have to go 
the=rounds of feeding, cutting wood and preparing 
fomeune following day, which brings me to good high 
Gemtameg Ll have it tnus day aitter day, so that I 
have not written one letter before this one since 
VouUmsywecrer ne re. 

Heneumiiaceberen SsickwlOr nearly three weeks 
with the bilious fever and inflamatory rheumatism, 
Viemweas. sO Dad that we had to Lift her from side to 
Saoememecvelnireenuminutesmlor nine or ten days, 
and the moving her gave so much pain that she 


would hollow upon the slightest motion, She has 


suffered almost beyond description, The joint of 


ora 


bowvstile 


every finger and toe and also of her legs and arms 
became so inflamed that the surface became a com- 
plete cherry colour, The greatest severity of pain 
would change its location every few hours, some- 
times affecting her head, then in a few minutes 
after its abatement there it would be in her one 
POOtgmtne Nein One arin, then ner breast or side, 
then in the other foot, then in her bowels, then in 
the shoulder, and so shifting left each part visited 
abmost ‘entirely paralyzed. She is’now free from 
Liemoev.cre Pain OUtLsstitl contined to bed, 

Dec, ttn wim vaenot pet emy, better to you 
finished the other day and will finish now, Helen 
is able now to sit up and walk about the house 
SOMmeneiDutwisetroubLledawitnh a fcOUugph and pain -ineher 
breast, and at night when lying down has a difficul- 
ty to breathe, The Doctor (Evans) says she is get. 
ting along as well as the nature of that disease will 
Muu eOt, eel nembatance: ol the family are, well. (f 
am enjoying as good health as when you were here, 
Diteniawe=occagtomalny a Dindinp at the lungs, 1 do 
Moteknow that ft injures me. 

We are going to move, the house we used to 
live in - the Close House. We will move perhaps 
aboutstnellstelanuary. 9 Mrs. Close ig dead and 
Dieidontsme(jeare —o1ne to eockland, and we have 


rented the whole property, and are to pay $100 per 
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Velareporelt) —- to be paid in repairs on the property. 
We have taken it for three years, and will rent the 
one half of it, or make a boarding house of it, 

Our folks would be much pleased to have you 
come up if you could, as Helen will not be well 
enough for her Mother to leave her this winter to 
go down to see you, 

Ichabod and Ellen are well and in about the 
same fix as when you were here, They appear to 
live as happy as they well can, and there is only 
one) thing wanting - that is religion, If they were 
on the way to life and immortal glory, all would be 
wells But Mary, pray for them, they may yet start, 
and as you pray ___(?) on, Conform not to this 
world but be transformed by the renewing of your 
MmindmantoOmthe imape of Christ, Read the bible 
mucho, love it, because it is God's word, and a 
Peamiectenimsels., ) Rest in his promises, after doing 
his commandments, and come what will, you will be 
safe, 

I would like to write more but have not time 
now, Will write when I can again - write as often 
SSeevyOumC an. | We) ariengiad to hear from you, 

Heiveverolioww) shonremtoesend their: Love to you, 

Perum Vat iaetva tire ry, 


Abies  ielishipa tit) Maree) 


P,S. Iam at the store writing and do not give your Mother an op- 


portunity or else she would write you a few lines, 
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